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MEXICO CITY'S ‘BLACK’ MARKET
Cut-price duds, ripped-off cameras, not-yet
released DVDs, sex aids: Tepito offers it all

By Juan Carlos Hernindez

Tepito. It's not in your guide-
book or "Sights of Mexico City"
brochure. But most people in
Mexico are aware of this neighbor
hood. And if it does appear some-
where in travel lterature, it is usu-
ally blacklisted - *Avoid at all
costs. Stay away, stay safe.”
Tepito's infamy is not without
ustification. The barrio conducts
hours a day, seven

s a week and operates by its
wn rules: Hold-ups are frequent,
drug trafficking is common, pick
row ts, stolen

pockets for
merchandise fills market stands.
Everyone who lives and works
in Tepito steadfastly (and success-
fully) resists government and po-
lice intervention. *I'm proud o be
an, but being from Tepito is
ift from God,” is the motto of
this hard-noged, ancient neighbor-
hood located 20 minutes northeast

m
sit 10 the capital t0 visit relatives.

a group of six for
podiion o Tepito. Prepara-

s started in my cousin Delia's
apartment. Residents of other ar-
eas of Mexico City are warned
about Tepito from the moment
an walk. They and the me-
dia alert the rest of the country
Jelia knew the ropes.

“No one carries more than 200
pesos. So lets spread that money
around. All of itin your front pock-
ets. No purses. No wallets. No

She surveyed the group and
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Io'ua the breakaway rival city/state of
fenochititian, the Aztec capital.
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hoods after the fall of
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jersey and put something older on.
We don't want to look like pre;

A 15-minute ride on a green and
white pesero (bus) took us to the
center of Tepito and the main strect
that stretches as far as the eye can

ee - for two and a half kilome-
ters, we were told.

‘They say you can buy anything
in Tepito at a price you won't be-
lieve. The clothes were amazingly
cheap: 20 pesos for a blouse, 50
pesos for jeans, 75 pesos for a
dress. But there was more.

Other markets don't peddle the
latest model cell phones, satellite
TV dishes, flat-screen televisions,
palm pilots, brand new stereos and
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laptops (new and old). Some ven-
dors sold expensive computer pro-
grams for as litle as 30 pesos - the
market was bursting with a dizzy-
ing selection of electronic para-
phemalia

My cousin asked about digital
cameras. "Over there,” said one
vendor. We followed his direc-
tions and found more surprises.

Sex toys, aphrodisiacs, pomog-
raphy. CDs yet to be released in
stores and DVDs of movies that
haven't even premiered. The lat-
est toys, authentic and fake an-
tiques, Guess, DKNY, Gueci and
Armani apparel. All of it stolen,

Tepito on 4
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REAL ESTATE

Morelos 4 + Ajijic (1/2 block below Ajijic Post Office)

Home Tour

Join Us Wednesday, June 25, 3 p.m.

THESE ARE 3 OF THE 5 HOMES ON OUR TOUR

BEST BUY!!!  SAN JUAN COSALA
2 B/Rs, 2 Baths, Large Fireplace In Multi-Windowed Living Room,
Varied Fruit Tees, Completely Walled, Automatic Gated Parking.
Lot: 576 m2, Construction: 123 m2 $59,900 USD

ONE BLOCK FROM LAKE - AJLJIC
2 B/Rs, 2 Baths, Country Charm, Village Convenience, Light & Airy
Immaculate, Furnished, Office, Den, Covered Terrace, Mirador.
Lot: 421 m2 Construction: 180m2  $154,900 USD

MILLION $ VIEW OF LAKE « LOMAS DE AJIJIC

3 B/Rs, 3 1/2 Baths, Office, Top-Of-The- Line Appliances, Speaker
System Throughout, Country Feel In A Gated Community, Private.
Lot: 957 m2; Construction: 420 m2 $445,000 USD
(376) 766-2077 MEPS
Fax: 766-2331
e-mail@ajijic.com
VISIT OUR WEBSITE *
www.ajijic.com A.M.PIL




